
ZVEI – German Electrical and Electronic Manufactures' Association • Lyoner Straße 9 • 60528 Frankfurt a. M. 
Economic Policy, Business Cycles and Markets 
Editorial staff: Dr. Andreas Gontermann, Jürgen Polzin 

Fon: 069 6302-258 • Fax: 069 6302-326 • Mail: gontermann@zvei.org • www.zvei.org 1 

 
 
 

Edition June 2010 
 
 

ZVEI Foreign Trade Report 

 
 
 
Exports and Imports 

In April exports of the German Electrical 
and Electronic Industry rose by 20 
percent (year over year). With it they 
reached a volume of 10.6 billion euro. 
Although the recent increase has been 
lower than in March, the sector's exports 
by now went up for the fifth month in a 
row on an annual basis. 

Between January and April 2010 exports 
of electrical and electronic products and 
systems amounted to 43 billion euro – 
corresponding to a plus of 16 percent 
(again year-on-year rate). 

German imports of E&E commodities 
rose by one fourth onto 9.5 billion euro 
in April. Over the period from January to 
April they went up by one fifth and 
totalled 38 billion euro. 
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E&E Foreign Trade by Regions 
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The biggest stimuli for the E&E 
Industry's export business in April 
came from Southeast Asia as well as 
from Latin America. For instance, 
exports to China rose by 36 percent 
(yoy). Exports to Malaysia, the 
Philippines or Vietnam soared by 70 
percent, 42 percent and 39 percent, 
respectively. Also, exports to Japan 
strongly increased in April too – by 38 
percent. Overall exports to Latin 
America exceeded their previous year 
level by 43 percent in April. 

Regarding imports the biggest pick-up 
in April emanated from Southeast Asia 
(plus 39 percent, year over year) and 
Latin America (plus 26 percent) as well. 
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World Economy Business Climate 

The world economy business climate 
is further brightening up. In the second 
quarter of 2010 the business experts 
quarterly consulted by the Ifo Institute 
reported that their actual business 
situation has changed for the better for 
the fourth time in a row. Expectations 
for the next six months to come have 
slightly deteriorated. Nevertheless, 
beforehand they have increased five 
times one after another. All in all, the 
world economy business climate again 
ranks above its long term average. 

Export expectations of the German 
E&E Industry's firms have still 
advanced in June. On balance one 
third of the sector's firms expects its 
foreign operations to speed up during 
the next three months to come. 
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Key Figures of Foreign Trade 

Unit 2009 2010 2010 Unit 2009 2010 2010

 April Jan - Apr  April Jan - Apr

Exports total bn € 120.0 10.6 42.9 Imports total bn € 105.6 9.5 37.9

yoy  -16.4% 20.1% 16.2% yoy  -13.0% 25.1% 20.4%

Top ten receiving countries  

France bn € 9.4 0.9 3.6 Export prices

yoy  -8% 29% 24% yoy  -0.5% 0.7% 0.4%

U.S.A. bn € 8.5 0.8 3.2 Import prices

yoy  -20% 21% 9% yoy  -4.4% -0.7% -2.0%

United Kingdom bn € 7.3 0.5 2.4

yoy  -12% 0% 5%    

China bn € 6.9 0.8 3.0 "Electro Euro"

yoy  0% 36% 50%  May 2010 / May 2010 /

Italy bn € 6.7 0.6 2.5 € compared to export basket* Apr 2010 May 2009

yoy  -15% 25% 14% change  -1.9%  -6.8%

Netherlands bn € 6.1 0.7 2.6 € compared to production basket**

yoy  -3% 35% 24% change  -5.5%  -9.6%

Austria bn € 5.8 0.5 2.0 *) Export basket (€ performance vis-à-vis weighted basket of currencies of 10

yoy  -9% 9% 4% most important receiving countries out of € area: 

Spain bn € 5.0 0.4 1.8 U.S.A., United Kingdom, China, Poland, Switzerland, Russia, Czech Republik,

yoy  -35% 31% 16% Sweden, Hungary, Turkey)

Switzerland bn € 4.5 0.4 1.6 **) Production basket (€ performance vis-à-vis weighted basket of currencies of 

yoy  -13% 19% 6% 10 most important E&E production countries out of € area:

Poland bn € 4.1 0.3 1.4 China, U.S.A., Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Russia, Singapore, Malaysia,

yoy  -29% 9% 3% United Kingdom, Brazil)  
 


