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ZVEI-Position – Evaluation of regulation 1025/2012  
 
ZVEI believes that Regulation 1025/2012 is a core pillar of the New Approach, it goes hand in hand with the 
New Legislative Framework (NLF). We firmly are convinced that Regulation 1025/2012 is basically fit for 
purpose, but in some areas clarifications via targeted amendments are necessary. This is because the 
European Standardisation System (ESS) has evolved over the last 10 years and has undergone significant 
changes, including the CJEU judgement on "James Elliott" and the introduction of the HAS system.  
 
Areas for clarification and improvement are:  
 

Alignment between international and European standards 
The alignment between European and international standards is very important. It ensures interoperability, 
simplifies product design and contributes to the removal of trade barriers. While we understand the 
“international first” principle may not always be applicable when it comes to harmonised European standards 
(hENs), we are concerned by the fact that current burdensome requirements are making it extremely difficult to 
use international standards as the basis for hENs. Additionally, we face the problem, that more and more hENs 
don’t reflect the state of the art anymore. We believe the established process for creating technical content of 
harmonised standards is well designed, but that the sometimes considerable delays caused by the need to 
follow strict administrative requirements of the harmonization process must be structurally eliminated. The 
process could be improved, for example, if HAS consultants were involved in the standardisation process at an 
early stage and actively support the required improvement during the whole development period of hENs. This, 
together with a uniform standard for HAS consultants and the clear task, that a HAS consultant should help to 
get hENs listed, would lead to a more consistent assessment of hENs and a better alignment between 
European and international standardisation.  
 

Clear standardisation requests und realistic deadlines 
Standardisation requests must be drafted clearly with all required definitions in order to avoid 
misunderstandings and lengthy discussions. The duration of a standardisation request should also be 
synchronised with the legal act it is intended to support. Appropriate transition periods for the application of EU 
regulations, as well as new, amended or superseded hEN listed in the Official Journal and the deadlines for the 
development of hENs should be defined on the basis of relevant criteria, such as the criticality of the products, 
the technical complexity the existence of relevant standards, the number of standards to be developed or the 
formal processes at the European standardisation organisations or the Commission. 
 

Consistent approach for the use of Common Specifications 
In recent legislations the EU Commission has introduced the possibility to draft common specifications in the 
absence of harmonised European standards. ZVEI believes that this must only ever be a fall-back solution and 
must always follow the same principles and rules than hENs (e.g. transparent processes with all relevant 
stakeholders involved and consensus principle). It is also important that the development and use of common 
specifications is standardised across all relevant regulations - the wording of Art. 20 of the Machinery 
Regulation 2023/1230 should be the blueprint for this. 
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