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RoHS (Restriction of the use of certain hazardous 
substances in electrical and electronic equipment) 
The exemption process under RoHS 
 
The legal basis for extending the exemptions from the RoHS substance restrictions can be found in Article 5 of 
Directive 2011/65/EU. It is important to consult the latest consolidated version of the RoHS, as the delegated act 
2017/2102/EU made changes to the exemption process.  
The time limits after submission of applications for exemptions under RoHS are set out in Art. 5 (4) of RoHS and 
are summarised on the EU Commission (EU-COM) website under Implementation of the RoHS Directive - 
European Commission (europa.eu). 
 
If an exemption expires on a certain date, an application for renewal must be submitted by the market participants 
to the EU COM at least 18 months before the expiry of the exemption. However, it should be noted that the 
exemption remains valid, i.e. beyond the specified deadline, until the EU COM has decided on the respective 
application for renewal (see Article 5, paragraph (5) of the RoHS).  
The maximum renewable period of validity is a maximum of 5 years for categories 1 to 7, 10 and 11 and a 
maximum of 7 years for categories 8 and 9 of Annex I. Due to sometimes considerable delays in the assessment 
process for exemptions in the past, it has happened that the new period of validity was calculated from the date 
of the decision of the EU COM.  
 
ZVEI recommends that market participants continuously check the status of the exemption used, e.g. by looking 
at the current consolidated version of the RoHS or the overview table of the EU COM. 
 

• Link to the EU COM website: Implementation of the RoHS Directive - European Commission (europa.eu):1 
On this website you will not only find the link below to the overview table on the current status of the RoHS 
exemptions, but also an overview of all ongoing consultations and final reports as part of the studies on the 
exemption and extension applications, which are often summarised in so-called "packs". 
Link to the EU-KOM overview table current at the time this document was created: Exemptions list - validity 
and rolling plan December 20242 
 

 
 Figure 1: Screenshot of the EU-KOM overview table on the status of RoHS exemptions (excerpt) 

In this table, all exemptions ever granted under RoHS are listed separately according to Annex III and IV of 
RoHS and differentiated according to equipment categories 1-11 in accordance with Annex I RoHS. In column 
A, the description of the individual exemptions can be found in the note to each cell. If the expiry date has been 
reached or exceeded (column D), but an application for renewal has been submitted in due time (column F), the 

 
1 Last accessed on 12.12.2024 
2 The table is updated by the EU-COM at regular intervals. The new link to the table can be found on the EU-KOM website on RoHS, see 
footnote 1. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32011L0065
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/rohs-directive/implementation-rohs-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/rohs-directive/implementation-rohs-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/rohs-directive/implementation-rohs-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/f4bd701f-7c2c-4d52-9a03-dc91866e6c61_en?filename=Exemptions%20list%20validity%20and%20rolling%20plan_December2024.xlsx
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/download/f4bd701f-7c2c-4d52-9a03-dc91866e6c61_en?filename=Exemptions%20list%20validity%20and%20rolling%20plan_December2024.xlsx
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expiry date is crossed out in the table and the note "valid - requested for renewal" is inserted in column F. If no 
renewal request was submitted and the validity date of the exemption has expired, the note "no longer valid" 
appears in column F. Please also note the disclaimer in row 2 of the table: Errors have occurred in the table in 
the past (e.g. current status not adjusted, submitted renewal applications not noted), which are usually corrected 
when the next version of the table is published. The table is for information purposes only and is not a 
legally binding document. 
 
According to the current procedure, the EU COM commissions one or more consultants to examine and 
evaluate all applications after receiving applications for exemption and renewal. The consultant then makes a 
recommendation to the EU COM as to whether the exemption 

• is to be extended, possibly with changes, such as a differentiated split, or 

• is to be cancelled or not extended. 
 
The EU COM is planning to hand over these tasks to the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) in future.  This 
would result in corresponding amendments to Articles 5 and 6 of the RoHS, for example. Link to the proposed 
amendment to the RoHS Directive from December 2023: Proposal for a regulation - COM(2023)783 
The timetable for the adoption of the amending directive is unclear at the time of writing this factsheet. 
As part of the review and evaluation of the renewal applications, the consultant conducts at least one public 
stakeholder consultation, possibly a direct survey of market participants and possibly also a stakeholder 
workshop. 
 
The EU COM examines the consultant's recommendations together with experts from the EU member states 
and prepares a draft delegated act, which is published and can be commented on for one month. In addition, a 
notification to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is initiated by the EU COM.  
Provided there are no objections from the EU Parliament and Council, the delegated act will be published in the 
Official Journal of the European Union and will enter into force on the twentieth day after publication. 
If no renewal application has been submitted, the exemption will expire on the specified end date.  
If an application for extension is rejected, the exemption remains valid in any case until the decision of the EU 
COM, plus a transitional period from this decision date of at least 12 to a maximum of 18 months (see Article 5, 
paragraph (5) of the RoHS), i.e. the period of validity may also extend beyond the expiry date specified in Annex 
III or IV of the RoHS Directive. 
 
At the beginning of September 2024, the EU COM added the following passage to its RoHS website: 

"For exemptions that are under review but for which no new expiry date has yet been set by 
a new delegated directive and for which a current expiry date lies in the past, there is 
normally no need to submit a new renewal application. A submission may be required in 
exceptional cases, e.g. if new evidence affects the recommended scope." 

 

Reference to the RoHS Umbrella Industry Project (RoHS UP) 
 
With the implementation of the RoHSII Directive in 2013, the RoHS UP began its work, focussing on RoHS 
exemptions. To date, the project comprises more than 70 associations from all over the world. One of the 
biggest advantages of this project is that it allows resources to be pooled in the preparation of renewal 
applications by industry and therefore reduces the number of renewal applications that need to be submitted 
and assessed. The project consists of a management group, the Strategic Management Team (SMT), and the 
working groups on selected exemptions. The SMT consists of representatives of the partner organisations and 
the chairs of the various technical working groups. Participation in the technical working groups is open to 
everyone, so that everyone can take part in the work and contribute to the extension of the exemtion.  
The renewal applications are only developed and finalised in these technical working groups. In the SMT, the 
applications are distributed to the members and all associations are asked to check whether or not they wish to 
support the renewal application with their logo.   
 
Each association is free to make its own decision. The RoHS UP is available for a continuous exchange with the 
EU-KOM and its advisors after the renewal applications have been submitted.  
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52023PC0781
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There is also a working group that deals with horizontal issues relating to RoHS exemptions, e.g. as part of the 
general review of the RoHS Directive and with the interfaces to other regulations in which RoHS exemptions are 
dealt with, e.g. EU taxonomy. 
 
If you are interested in working on applications for exemptions or extensions, the ZVEI will kindly support its 
member companies to connect with the RoHS UP.  
 

ELV (End-of-life vehicles) 
 
The ELV restricts lead, mercury, cadmium and hexavalent chromium in certain motor vehicles, similar to 
the RoHS in certain electrical appliances. 
 
Electrical or electronic components that are installed in cars are generally subject to the provisions of the 
ELV Directive and not those of the RoHS Directive. 
 
Exemptions in RoHS and ELV can be identical and are often similar. This is partly due to the use and 
availability of the same source materials. There are differences in the numbering of the exemptions as well 
as in the expiry dates or review times and the exemption processes. The most important difference is that, 
according to the requirements of the ELV, the EU COM must start reviewing the exemption before the 
expiry date. In the case of RoHS, the industry must take the initiative and submit a renewal application at 
least 18 months before the expiry date, as otherwise the exemption becomes invalid on the expiry date. 
It makes sense to pursue the exception processes for technically identical applications in both legal 
systems in parallel.  
 

The exemption process under ELV 
 

Usually several months before the review date, the EU COM initiates a revision of the exemptions in 
Annex II of Directive 2000/53/EC.  
The relevant requirements for dealing with the exemptions can be found in Article 4(2) and Article 9a of the 
ELV Directive. The exemptions with the respective expiry date can be found in Annex II of the ELV 
Directive. 
 
Firstly, a consultant commissioned by the EU Com examines and assesses the necessity of the continued 
existence of the exemptions and then makes a recommendation to the EU Com on the extension or 
cancellation of each exemption.  
 
As part of the review and assessment, the consultant conducts at least one public stakeholder 
consultation, if necessary, a direct survey of market participants and, if required, a stakeholder workshop.  
The EU COM examines the consultant's recommendations together with experts from the EU member 
states. The EU Council and Parliament then decide.  
There is no prescribed time limit for this.  
 
Information on the status of the exemptions and on a planned revision of the ELV - a proposal was 
published by the EU COM in July 2023 - can be found on the Commission website on the ELV under End-
of-Life Vehicles - European Commission (europa.eu). 
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